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Slow prog-
ress of re-
planmng in
America: its
causes.

1. Relative
absence of
acute con-
gestion.

2. Consti-
tutional ob-
stacles.

CITY  PLANNING  IN  AMERICA

In comparison with various countries of western Europe
the progress of replanning in American cities has been slow,
a condition for which there are several reasons. In the
first place, the traffic congestion in even the older parts of
American cities has seldom become absolutely intolerable.
Besides, even the oldest streets of New York and Boston
are not so hopelessly narrow as those that have come down
as the heritage of mediaeval times in Europe. They are not
so broad as we should make them if we were planning new
centres of population in America to-day; but so long as
traffic can be wedged through them in some fashion the
natural tendency is to leave them as they are. In many
European cities, on the other hand, the situation has been
such as to make street widening absolutely necessary. A
twenty-four-foot street simply will not do the work; hence
the municipal authorities have no option but to get more
room for traffic, no matter what the cost.

Another feature which has operated to retard progress in
replanning in the cities of the United States is the existence
of constitutional restrictions upon the taking of private
property for public improvements. The acquisition of
land under condemnation proceedings has been a slow and
costly process; and cities have, further, been limited to
the taking of no more than was actually needed for some
strictly public use. The methods pursued by Baron Hauss-
mann in Paris would not until very recently have been
possible in the cities of this country.1 Moreover, the laws
relating to special assessments have usually contained limit-
ing provisions that made it extremely difficult for the city
to recoup itself by levying any considerable part of the cost
of street widening upon the owners of such properties as were
benefited thereby. Not more than a third or a half of the

1 Constitutional amendments permitting excess condemnation (seo
below, pp. 91-95) have now broadened tie cities' powers in several
American states.